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Arise ! Awake I And stop not till the Goal is reached. 



TEACHINGS OF SRI RAMAKRISHN& 




SWAMI 



RAMAKRISHNANANDA 



'arorfo to: 

CTRrrat I 

srfrotssft 

f¥ w: H c^tt ys: 

to* wr?;jcr: ii* 



‘Just a little while ago, I saw a beautiful 
chameleon of a bright red colour on the tip 
of the branch of this tree. But it cannot be 



seen now, as it just entered the bunch of 
leaves. Did you also see that exceedingly 
wonderful lizard, brother?’ [ said one passer- 
by to the other. To him, the latter replied : ] 



5j?f * wrm T 
<t§^pt ^rs- 

sspftssspr: ll 

'f% ^nw^p to 

^t^TT I 
sp«f ^ Tfa- 

*nj ii* 



‘Yes brother, I too have seen it, but it is 
yellow, not red.’ 

Hearing his words, the first passer-by 
said : ‘Are your eyes affected by jaundice, 
brother? Else, how would you see this 
creature yellow, though it is red like a red 
lotus?’ 



Jr n 



Listening to his contemptuous remark 
the latter replied : ‘Neither am I suffering 
from jaundice, nor is my sight defective. 



* See Vidyodaya (a Sanskrit monthly), Bhatpara : The Oriental Nobility Institute, September- 

October (Bhadra), 1896, pp. 193-99. The Sanskrit rendering is by Swami Ramakrishnananda, a direct 
disciple of Sri Ramakrishna. The English translation is ours. 
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SlW 

STWTfa l^f^PT I 
'ftcTT'T *rT£fspr?Tf 

fMnsrr fTT 1 1 

C\ 

11’ 

^c«T fe^JTRt at 

fata: srr^rerrf afa 1 

aiJjf 

a 5 tt^t f^a: s*r at 11 

‘■araafa fawraifa 

aar 3 aa ar^aaa 1 
f% aw: a^et arfa 

ata: f%^a atffa: u* 



aatfagaa srerT 

afarra ataara a: 1 



‘aaaraa^t aca 
apa: a up 




‘aarra^sat fPcatsfa ajar 
*ntaref araaara a^ara 1 
arr^aarterafaatffaaf sa: 
jaaaaa’rsa 11 

‘anfraRTfaa^aiaa 

aat^ra^aif aa a aa 1 
saarafaarea fa<tsa atn 
^a=a fa?a aiwna: 1 1 



'araraara^a a fa^ra#- 

C\ 

a'srra fafa^atafaara arara 1 
a^arc asaf’raaar: 
laa ffa^af faaafar faa?a 1 1 

‘gat aat aTf a faaa 
faa faara ^3 ataaTaa 1 
*n*rc*r aa jaa^a fa?at 
aa faarar f? aaiafat: 11 ’ 



Had I seen all yellow things red, then could 
it be said that my sight has been 
affected. Moreover, the Lord has created 
yellow chameleons long ago. This red 
chameleon seems to be a new creation of 
yours now.’ 



While they were arguing thus, there 
came by the same way a third wayfarer. 
Having approached him eagerly, both of 
them asked simultaneously : ‘Brother, if 
you know, then please tell us the truth now. 
Of what colour is the chameleon, yellow 
or red?’ 



After listening to their words, the third 
man said with a smile : ‘What you both 
are saying is true, for the chameleon is 
known to have various colours. At times 
it hides itself in the leaves, assuming even 
a green colour. Taking the colour of the 
leaves and thus becoming imperceptible, 
this keen-sighted creature waits for its prey. 
In order to procure its food, it takes various 
forms according to necessity. Knowing this 
characteristic of this creature wise men call 
it “Bahurupa” (one having various forms). 



‘Even so, in this world ignorant men 
belonging to various sects always quarrel 
amongst themselves, not understanding the 
different aspects of Infinite Reality. It does 
not, indeed, befit you both to nourish such 
a narrow view in your heart. Give up, 
therefore, finding faults with others’ reli- 
gions, as all such quarrels are born of 
ignorance.’ 




